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BRITISH ASSOCIATION MEETING AT OXFORD.
TIE opening meeting of the British Association took place
on Wednesday evening, August Sth; when, after a few intro-
ductory remarks from Professor BURDON SANDERSON, the
retiring President, the MARQtUIS OF SALISBURY, was inducted
into the Presidential chair, and delivered his address to a
large and brilliant audience.
After welcoming the Association to Oxford as Chancellor of

the University, he alluded to the changes in thought which
had taken place since the last visit of the Association thirty-
four years ago. At that time feelings ran high between the
partisans of science, as represented by the Association, and
that of the University. To some extent, no doubt, deep
divergence upon questions of religion was the motive force of
those high controverties; but Lord Salisbury was of opinion
that these only marked the resentment of the older learning
at the appearance and claims of its younger rival. Tempora
mutantur; and the old learning no longer contests the share
in education which is claimed by the new, or is
blind to the supreme influence which natural know-
ledge is exercising in moulding the human mind.
Lord Salisbury then proceeded to draw attention to the con-
dition in which we stand to some of the most important phy-
sical questions which it has been the effort of the last
centuty to solve. He began by considering the enigmas
which still attach to the nature and origin of the so-called
elementary substances of chemistry, next to those connected
with what is called the ether. This naturally brought him to
consider the obscurities which hung over the subject of life.
In reference to this he spoke of Mr. Darwin's work as " cer-
tainly the most conspicuous event in the scientific annals of
the last half century," and pointed out some of the lasting and
unquestioned effects of it. He next dealt with some of the
difficulties which still remain to the acceptance of natural
selection as the sole or even the main object of whatever
modifications may have led up to the existing forms of life,
and to account for the origin of the infinite variety of life.
Of these the time required for working out the process and
the impossibility of demonstrating it in detail were critically
examined by his lordship. In eonnection with this part of
his subject he referred to the works of Lord Kelvin and to the
views of Weismann recently delivered in Oxford and else-
where, and he expressed the sorrowful regret felt at the death
of Professor Romanes, the distinguished antagonist of the
latter. Biologists will doubtless feel grateful to Lord Salis-
bury for his masterly and independent criticism of so import-
ant a subject.

ADDRESS ON ANTHROPOLGY.
Sir WILLIAM H. FLOw5ER delivered his opening presidential

address of the Anthropological Section on Thursday, August
9th, and took for his subject the history and present posi-
tion of anthropology in this country, and especially what the
British Association has done in the yast and is doing to pro-
mote it. The history of the gradual recognition of anthro-
pology as a distinct subject by the Association, he said, is an
epitome of its gradual growth, and the recognition of its
position among other sciences in the world at large-a process
still in operation and still far from complete. The influence
which the Anthropological Institute had exerted in further-
ing its systematic study has been most important and de-
serves very much wider support than it receives. An
important means of registering facts and making them avail-
able for future study and reference is the collection of skele-
tons illustrating the physical structure of man and its varia-
tions in different races, and, secondly, the collection of
objects showing his characteristic customs and methods of
living, his arts, arms, and costumes as developed under diffe-
rent circumstances, and also modified by different racial
conditions. He alluded to the work which had been done in
these directions at Oxford through the exertions of Sir Henry
Acland, the late Professor Rolleston, General Pitt Rivers, and
Mr. E. B. Tyler; also to that done by the British Museum.
Passing on to the teaching of anthropology, he pointed out
how important a knowledge of the subject is to physicians as
well as statesmen and others who have to do with the govern-
ment of people, and how much ignorance still prevails. Our
educational machinery in this subject, though lamentably de-
ficient, is showing signs of improvement. At Oxford, Cam-

bridge, Edinburgh, and Dublin, systematic instruction is
given in it, and it is more or less recognised. In London, on
the other hand, the new University scheme ignores it; the
College of Surgeons, notwithstanding the magnificent mate-
rial at hand for its illustration, has done absolutely nothing
for the last ten years to promote instruction in it; the man-
agers of the Imperial Institute, casting about for some
worthy object for their energies, do not appear to have taken
into consideration the value to the world and the appropri-
ateness to their design of a great school of anthropology.
The progress of anthropological science in recent years has
been undoubtedly great, notwithstanding that it has secured
littleassistance by endowments, State aid, or, tillveryrecently,
from our great scholastic institutions. Sir Wm. Flower then
proceeded to trace the advancements which have been made
in physical or anatomical anthropology. Generalities which
were formerly used to express the differences between various
subjects compared have been replaced by terms conveyed in
almost mathematical precision. The exact method of
modern anthropology has not only led to important advance-
ment in studying the race characters of man, but has led to
practical applications undreamt of by its earlier cultivators,
in the elucidation of various social problems, such as the laws
of growth, of heredity, of comparative capacities of individuals
within a community, the effects of different kinds of educa-
tion and occupation, and in a still more concrete application
as an aid in the administration of justice by the methods per-
fected by M. Bertillon in Paris and now about to be intro-
duced into England. The value of observations made in the
anthropometric laboratory of the Association and in that of
Mr. Francis Galton at South Kensington were alluded to,
and to the important and comprehensive ethnographic survey
of the United Kingdom now going on under the auspices of
the Association. Among the services rendered to anthropo-
logical science by the British Association not the least has
been the aid it has afforded in the publication of Note8 and
Querie8 on Anthropology, a work which is invaluable to investi-
gators in directing their observations in a systematic channel,
and which contains a number of medical sections of the
greatest importance to members of the medical profession,
both at home and abroad. Among other useful and import-
ant studies recently made were mentioned those of Mr. H. H.
Risley, carried on under the Government of India on the
various tribes under British rule there, also those of Mr.
Mair and Mr. M. V. Portman on the Andamanese.

LITERARY NOTES.
A Treatise on the Diseases of the Ear, by Mr. T. Mark HovelI,

Aural Surgeon to the London Hospital, will shortly be
published by Messrs. A. and J. Churchill.

The Southern Medical Monthly is the name of a new
"monthly journal of medicine and surgery," published at
Houston, Texas, and edited by Dr. N. J. Phenix.
The students of the Yale Medical School are about to issue

a medical journal of their own. In addition to the matter
supplied by the students it is proposed to have contributions
from physicians and surgeons in Connecticut and New
York.
The August number of the Laws Students' Journal contains

the prize essay for the year. The subject is " The Personal
Responsibility of Judges," and the author is Major Green-
wood, M.D., LL.B., who has taken a considerable interest in
medico-legal questions, and who was lately one of the
selected candidates for a London coronership. The essay is
specially interesting to members of the medical profession,
as it bears on the case Anderson v. Gorrie, now before the
Court of Appeal. Dr. Major Greenwood shows that the claim
to absolute irresponsibility on the part of a judge to a private
suitor is not countenanced by the Civil Law nor by the early
history of English Law. He sums up the subject as follows:
" Absolute irresponsibility to private suitors, if it may offer
some advantages, opens the door to evils which far outweigh
them; and that, however well exercised maybe the power by
which the executive controls judicial misconduct, to enable
it -to discharge this function it requires the co-operation of
the injured party by private action, who may in his turn
rightly demand that he shall personally have a share in
redressing his own wrong."


